All Party Parliamentary Group Coastal and Marine

Norman Lamb, MP for North Norfolk, was re-elected as Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Coastal and Marine Issues at its AGM on 27th February 2008. Graham Stuart, MP for Beverley and Holderness, and Tony Wright, MP for Great Yarmouth were elected as Vice Chairs. 

The meeting heard a summary of the year’s work, on social justice in coastal flood and erosion management, and on the Marine Bill. For 2008, an inquiry into deprivation in rural coastal areas was announced.

The highlight of the event however, was Dr Mark Horton from Bristol University and the Coast TV series, giving his own perspective on the importance of the TV Programme and the major challenges facing the UK’s coast. His enthusiasm for the coast, and his concern for the threatened coastal heritage and archaeology stimulated contributions from the audience and a lengthy debate.

